	
	



JOINT STATEMENT 

At the 10th Conference of the SEECP Presidents of Parliament, we, as representatives of the parliaments of the South East European Cooperation Process (SEECP) Participating States,

Reaffirming our commitment to the continuous contribution for fulfilling the letter and spirit of the Bucharest Charter of Good Neighborly Relations, Stability, Security and Cooperation in South East Europe, as well as of the other relevant international documents ratified by our parliaments;

Having in mind that the future of all the SEE countries, nations and citizens lies in the European Union and in full implementation of the European values and standards;

Guided by the principle of regional ownership and reiterating the identity and authentic character of SEECP as the "genuine voice" and the key actor in the region;

Having adhered to the aim of developing more regionally owned and led cooperation and enhancing the role of SEECP in the regional cooperation architecture;

Recalling the Memorandum of Understanding on Interparliamentary Cooperation in South East Europe and the Final Declarations from the previous nine Conferences of the SEECP Presidents of Parliament which have repeatedly expressed the will for continuous realization, development and promotion of the SEECP parliamentary dimension;

Having regard to the consensually adopted guidelines and proposals of the Working Group established with the aim of elaborating and proposing the further development of the SEECP parliamentary dimension that would lead to the establishment of a Parliamentary Assembly;

Have declared as follows:

We fully support the transformation and institutionalization of the SEECP parliamentary dimension into SEECP Parliamentary Assembly as a regular parliamentary forum for exchange of experiences, dialogue and cooperation on issues of special interest for the SEE countries and their citizens, that would act in synergy with the regional and international partners;

Members of the Assembly are the parliaments of the SEECP participating states. The delegations of the parliaments are headed by the speakers of parliament/parliamentary chamber and have 3 to 5 representatives. Each delegation has a single vote.

The resolutions, recommendations, decisions, opinions, statements and other documents on realization of the SEECP Parliamentary Assembly aims and goals shall be adopted by consensus in the presence of at least two thirds of the national delegations. 

Once the SEECP Parliamentry Assembly is established, the decission procedures of the Assembly shall be decided by the PA.

The decisions on the organizational, technical, procedural matters related to the SEECP Parliamentary Assembly functioning shall be adopted by a simple majority vote of the present delegations.

It shall be considered that the consensus is reached if there are no objections from any of the national delegations.
The parliamentary session shall be the highest body of the SEECP Parliamentary Assembly. It will be regularly convened once a year, while the Standing Committee shall be responsible for the activities between the parliamentary sessions;

The SEECP Parliamentary Assembly shall be headed by the president of the parliament of the country holding the SEECP Chairmanship-in-Office, in accordance with the principle of annual rotation, while the Vice Presidents shall be determined in accordance with the principle of the Troika;

The SEECP Parliamentary Assembly shall have three permanent committees, on 1) Economy, Infrastructure and Energy, 2) Justice, Internal Affairs and Security Cooperation and 3) Social Development, Education, Research and Science. Ad-hoc working groups shall be established when needed;

The Working Group will continue its work on the preparation of the documents necessary for finalizing the institutionalization of the SEECP Parliamentary Assembly. 

The documents necessary for the inaugural session of the SEECP Parliamentary Assembly shall be finalized during the next Chairmanship-in-Office of the SEECP parliamentary dimension. 

Until 1st November 2013 each SEECP national parliament shall send to the next Chairmanship-in-Office the names of the 3 to 5 members of their delegation to the SEECP Parliamentary Assembly and their distribution to the three committees.

Adopted in Ohrid on 28 May 2013
