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                                       Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia      







REPORT 
of the South-East European Cooperation Process Parliamentary Dimension Working Group for the 10th Conference of the SEECP Presidents of Parliament
The host country took over the Chairmanship-in-Office of the South-East European Cooperation Process (SEECP) during the Summit of Heads of State and Government held on 15 July 2012. The 10th Conference of the SEECP Presidents of Parliament was not held as scheduled because of the parliamentary elections and the constitution of the National Assembly in Belgrade. On 30 July 2012 the President of the Assembly Mr. Trajko Veljanoski sent a letter to the Presidents of Parliament of the participating states, the Presidents of the European Parliament, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe and of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly, as well as to the Secretary General of the Regional Cooperation Council, informing them about the commitments, priorities and planned activities during the one-year Chairmanship of the SEECP Parliamentary Dimension. In accordance with the Memorandum of Understanding on Interparliamentary Cooperation in South East Europe from Sofia 2008, he informed them about the intention to continue with all the already established forms of regional parliamentary cooperation, including organization of international conferences and working meetings, direct cooperation with other regional parliamentary assemblies and initiatives, cooperation with the civil society organizations on national and regional level, and holding of the 10th Conference of Presidents of Parliament of the SEECP Participating States. 
The Assembly started its second one-year Chairmanship with the marking of the 15 years since the first conference of the SEECP Presidents of Parliament. On that occasion, on 15 and 16 October 2012 the Assembly organized the International Conference: “15 years of the South-East European Cooperation Process (SEECP) Parliamentary dimension - the past, the present and the European future of the region”. Representatives of the parliaments included in the SEECP Parliamentary Dimension took part at the Conference and made an important contribution to the debate that covered the beginning, achievements, challenges, and perspectives of the regional parliamentary cooperation in the context of the European integration process. It was emphasized that during the last 15 years the SEECP has developed into an authentic voice of the region that in European context is seen as a genuine and dynamic forum for dialogue and cooperation, in which special place and role has its parliamentary dimension,
The International Conference on the topic: “European integration through cooperation of the parliaments, civil society and the independent regulatory bodies in South East Europe” was held on 15 and 16 April 2013  in Skopje, with participation of parliamentarians, representatives of the National Councils of the European Movement and the independent regulatory bodies from SEE. The debate was divided into three parts: European Integration and Enlargement through the Cooperation of the Parliaments, the Civil Society and the Independent Regulatory Bodies in SEE; Democracy and Human Rights between Legislation and Reality; and The Economic Crisis - A Challenge for Solidarity of Parliaments, the Civil Society and the Independent Regulatory Bodies. The participants adopted a Joint Statement emphasizing the need for continuous regional cooperation that contributes to the increased interaction between the parliaments, independent regulatory bodies and civil society organizations in the interest of the rule of law and protection and promotion of human rights.

Having in mind the initiative from the Final Declaration of the 8th Conference held in 2010 in Antalya that was repeated in the Final Declaration of the 9th Conference held in 2011 in Bečići, as well as in the adopted Report on the activities of the SEECP Parliamentary Dimension Working Group during the Chairmanship-of-Office in Belgrade, special emphasis has been given to the realization of the commitment for further institutionalization of the parliamentary dimension of the regional cooperation leading to establishing of the SEECP Parliamentary Assembly. After its constitution in Podgorica and the opening of the debate on the Draft Comprehensive Report on the development of the SEECP Parliamentary Dimension, the SEECP Parliamentary Dimension Working Group held four meetings in Belgrade and, based on the two institutional models, prepared the Draft Consolidated Version-Possible Compromise Proposal of (the Parliamentary Assembly - SEECP PA).
Following the previous discussions and documents, during the current Chairmanship the Working Group held four meetings headed by the Member of Parliament Ms. Ermira Mehmeti Devaja. The meetings confirmed the joint readiness to continue with the constructive and comprehensive debate on the goals, aims, organizational structure, rules of procedure, secretariat and financing of the future parliamentary assembly. The Draft Rules of Procedures were prepared and discussed, as well as the Draft Comprehensive Report on the possible compromise model of the - SEECP Parliamentary Assembly Secretariat, and the draft documents for the 10th SEECP Conference. 
The Working Group prepared and adopted by consensus the draft Joint Statement and draft Final Declaration of the 10th Conference of the SEECP Presidents of Parliament. All other Working Group documents shall be aligned with the aforementioned documents, once they are adopted by the Presidents.
Guided by the need for transparency and for better informing the experts and the public about the ideas, messages and commitments from the adopted documents in the past 15 years and during the current Chairmanship of the SEECP Parliamentary Dimension, the Assembly initiated the preparation of specialized publications. The publication of the documents and research papers in this field is important for increasing the visibility of SEECP and raising the awareness and support of the general public about the mutual understanding, solidarity and good-neighbourly cooperation in the region.
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