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LJUBISHA GEORGIEVSKI

PRESIDENT OF THE ASSEMBLY OF THE REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA
THIRD CONFERENCE OF THE PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEES ON EUROPEAN INTEGRATION/AFFAIRS OF THE COUNTRIES PARTICIPATING IN THE STABILISATION AND ASSOCIATION PROCESS IN SOUTHEAST EUROPE

(COSAP)

Skopje, 13-14 December 2006

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The third Conference of the Parliamentary European Affairs and Integration Committees of the countries of the South East European Stabilisation and Association Process is being held on the eve, or more precisely only 17 days before two Balkan states, Bulgaria and Romania, become full EU members. Personally, I am happy for this, and I am sure that you share the same feeling, for a simple reason - the Balkans are slowly but surely being Europeised. At the same time, it proves that Europe has overcome old prejudices and stereotypes for the Balkans as the powder keg that should be kept at distance.

Ladies and gentlemen,

The issue of the integration capacity of the European Union has recently become prominent part of the debate, similarly as the issue of the EU's future constitutional order. Unfortunately, this has been perceived by some as closing the doors for new members.

The fact that Romania and Bulgaria from the 1st of January are becoming full EU members; the fact that Macedonia and Croatia already have the status of candidate countries, our friends from Croatia also having a determined date for the start of negotiations; the fact that the process has been underway to sign stabilisation and association agreements with the other countries of the region - are all proof that the ideas, visions and spirit of the great Europeans like Robert Schuman, Konrad Adenauer, General Charles De Gaulle, Alcide De Gasperi and others are still very much alive and relevant in the EU. I believe that our friends from the EU member states and from the European Parliament will confirm this during the discussions at the Conference.

And before I wish you successful work, allow me to remind you of a thought by the great European, Mr. Robert Schuman - Europe will not be created overnight or without resistance. Nothing durable could be achieved in an easy manner. However, the European idea, the spirit of common solidarity, has taken root, in particular out of the institutions and as a reply to the deep aspiration of peoples.

Ladies and gentlemen,

Here, in Macedonia, there are more than 12 military cemeteries, cemeteries of 12 different European Armies, dating back to the First World War. You are aware of the huge dimension of this War, which was tragedy of lost lives at the so-called Macedonian front. 

I have seen all these cemeteries for several times and they all testify to a massive tragedy, to a European Calvary in the Balkans. Taking as the starting point the Schuman's thought I just quoted, I feel that we are called to define more precisely the moment that Schuman was talking about. And it would be best to define which part of the road has already been passed, and do so from the point of view of the hundreds of thousands of young men who lost their lives in the unknown mountains; for the most part not knowing why. 

My point is the time, the thorny road, the Golgotha of which Schuman as the founder of Europe spoke  - that Europe has to reconcile, here at this soil, as well. Otherwise, if Europe does not reconcile here, in the Balkans, then it fail in finding its own peace. It has to reconcile with dignity, in the manner Schuman spoke of and dreamt of. 

I believe that we, from this region, have to take active participation in the process of reconciliation, we have the means to provide the biggest contribution.

Perhaps time has come to eventually give up our prejudices, give up our unreal political prejudices and our famous sovereignties over great territories, give up what is called great ideas - give up on the grandeur of our history which served other purposes rather than the purpose of European reconciliation. 

In that name I wish you successful work and thank you for your attention. 

