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Dear colleagues,
In the contexts of the speech of my colleague Mr. Kusstatscher, I would like to say that there is ethnic division in the educational system in Macedonia, which lasts for a long period of time and which has escalated with the problems in Struga and its schools. Nonetheless, I think that this problem is bad for the young people and for the educational system as a whole, since we all want to be part of European Union. Of course, there are inconsistencies in the educations system of the Union and its Member States where you have problems in the acknowledgement of many high school and university diplomas in other Member States. The same problem exists in the Republic of Macedonia and with our diplomas, which are not acknowledged in EU and the EU requires additional exams for their acknowledgement.
On the other hand, when we speak for the approach of the young people as a whole, although it is the final framework, the institutions such as the Ministry of Education and the Government of the Republic of Macedonia need to find a way and form how to approach the young people in the Republic of Macedonia through the NGOs and the special programs. An example of that is the South Eastern European University where there are many students from different nationalities. I would like to stress that many Macedonians, after the adoption of the Framework Agreement, started to learn the Albanian language visiting language courses. I think that it would be better if  these courses are institutionalized, in order to learn the language of the first neighbor and for better presentation and learning of the cultural diversities; so if the Albanian children learn the Macedonian language, it would be good also if children from other nationalities learn the Albanian language, Roma’s or Turkish language, accordingly.
The Government of the Republic of Macedonia works on two fronts, i.e. on the improvement of the educational process in the state and secondly on the harmonization of the provisions with those of the EU legislation. We have amended the Law on Primary Education, we are in a process of amending the Law in Secondary Education, and the Law on Adult Education has been adopted. Regarding the vocational education, I must emphasize that we are not an industrially developed country when a child aiming to complete the vocational education should receive guarantees by the state for a working post, which is not a case in Macedonia. The statistics show that our young people studies social sciences and this number constantly increases. With the liberalization of the visa regime and getting a date for negotiations, Macedonia shall stabilize and increase its investments, which may help in the overcoming of these problems in the field of education.                 
I would like to point out that the process of gaining accreditation of the National on European educational programs and mobility, and regarding the curriculums connected with the Community, we cooperate in within the Tempus Program, which is executed in four stages: 

а) Tempus Ι - from 1990 to 1994 ; 

б) Tempus ΙΙ - from 1994 to 2000; 

в) Tempus ΙΙΙ - from 2000 to 2006 and

г) Tempus IV - from 2007 to 2013.

These projects, part of them, are regional, which is our goal, since with the regional cooperation we will signal that we aim to exceed the borders between us from the Balkans. 

Regarding the Erasmus Program, the Republic of Macedonia participates in the Program: External Cooperation Window with the Republic of Macedonia, with the Universities from the Republic of Macedonia: “Ss. Cyril and Methodius”- Skopje, “ St. Kliment Ohridski”- Bitola and South East European University- Tetovo; the Western Balkans Window Program supports Master studies and is aiming to arise the interest for European higher education in third countries, as well as scholarships for the EU citizens who have desire to study in the universities - partners in the third countries; so far, 8 students from the Republic of Macedonia have been selected for an international scholarship, and nine are on the waiting list. The Basileus Project, also, offers financing of the academic mobility for the Western Balkan countries in the EU and vice versa, and the partnership consists of eight universities from the EU and 12 universities from West Balkan countries. Mobility has been approved for 101 people on every academic level, which includes undergraduate, postgraduate, master studies as well as academic staff mobility.


I think that your notes during today’s discussions will be taken into account from us and from the Committee of Education chaired by me, as well as by the Ministry of Education and the Government of the Republic of Macedonia, because building of the educational process means building a strong society.

Thank you.
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