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of endemic live fossils Ohrid trout species
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In the last years, due to different reasons, there has been notable changes to the water levels and serious disturbance of the ecological balance in the three Balkan lakes situated at Ohrid, Prespa and Dojran. 

These lakes of tectonic origin are characterized by extraordinary diversity of flora and fauna and represent general European natural treasures. 

The preservation and protection of these lakes located in the Balkan border region is extremely important and action must be undertaken to return them for future generation. 

In this respect, there are also concerns to the survival of a  living fossil from the tertiary period - Ohrid trout species.                   

Experts from the Hydro-Biological Institute from Ohrid are scientists from the region and elsewere have reacted for immediate action for their protection and reanimation including a 5 years ban of fishing for two endemic Ohrid trout species. 

Several projects have so far been developed, but currently there is not sufficient funds for them to be actioned.

Bearing in maind the fact that the region is financially weak, it is necessary for help to be given towards these safeguards, including financial support. 

Preservation of endemic species and cooperation and joint management undoubtedly represent key elements of sustainable development in the region of South-Eastern Europe. We believe to                                 of the Ohrid lake needs the urgent attention of other European nations.                                     
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