Janja Klasinc

Member of the SEECP Working Group

ADDRESS

Dear Madam Chair, dear colleagues, 

First, I would like to thank the Macedonian parliament for the organisation of today's conference and in particular for the warm hospitality extended to us. I am confident that the meeting will be fruitful and represent a successful start of the Macedonian presidency of this regional forum.

The 15th anniversary of the South-East European Cooperation Process Forum is indeed an important milestone for this organisation, and an opportunity to examine the steps already made and assess the possibilities of further development. In the past years, the member states have experienced economic and political progress, as well as economic crisis affecting the work of parliaments and parliamentarians on the international stage. For such reason, the anniversary we are celebrating is an excellent opportunity to examine our hitherto work and cooperation, and to share views, positions and ideas as to what cooperation we hope for and what we can actually achieve together.

Slovenia joined the SEECP and its Parliamentary Dimension in 2010. Thus, we have been following and participating in its activities for only a year and a half now.
The SEECP Parliamentary Dimension certainly contributes to upgrading its governmental level and strengthens the democratic legitimacy of the process, which is an important aspect in consolidating the democratic structures in this part of Europe. In a region that over the past years had gone through many turbulent times, the promotion of political dialogue and a stable security and political position is urgent for its development, welfare and progress.
I would like to emphasise that an insight into the future dictates a reflection on the role and goals of the regional parliamentary organisations. The National Assembly, for example, is a member of several organisations such as the CEI Parliamentary Dimension (where I myself head the National Assembly's delegation) and the Adriatic-Ionian Initiative, and also participates in the activities of the Cetinje Parliamentary Forum. With the exception of Greece and Turkey, all other SEECP members are also members of the CEI. 

I believe that enhanced cooperation and integration, as well as active inclusion into EU macroeconomic strategies could lead to greater synergy effects. The Italian proposal to create a parliamentary dimension of the Adriatic-Ionian Initiative in the form of delegations - following the example of parliamentary cooperation within the CEI - is indeed a possible step in such direction.
The National Assembly of the Republic of Slovenia is actively engaged in cooperation under various educational, advisory and other programmes, particularly with the countries of former Yugoslavia. The cooperation involves above all the assistance in the harmonisation of their national legislations with the European Union, which will allow a faster integration into Euro-Atlantic associations. 

When contemplating and planning the future of our cooperation, particular care must be taken not to disperse the mentioned processes, but to join our struggles and efforts in common tasks and objectives. Therefore, the National Assembly advocates an efficient use of the existing practices and instruments of international cooperation and, if necessary, the adjustment and harmonisation thereof. It is our belief that such approach, particularly in the times of economic crisis, is of paramount importance. In the times of crisis national parliaments must in fact set an example of a rational use of taxpayers' funds. The eyes of the citizens are fixed upon us and public sensitivity to non-economic spending is greater than ever before. The process of creating the SEECP Parliamentary Assembly, currently underway in our working group, needs to be placed within an actual political and financial framework. Considering the importance which Slovenia attributes to cooperation in the region, the National Assembly supports the initiative for the establishment of the SEECP Parliamentary Assembly, but it will thoroughly consider, in the light of today's financially challenging situation, what are the still acceptable expenses for its establishment and functioning.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Today's meeting is indeed an excellent opportunity to ponder the future role of national parliaments in the SEECP and other regional initiatives. The parliamentary level will represent an important starting point for an in-depth discussion. The national parliaments are also those who attract the wider public to participate in the process of formulating policies and addressing various topical issues through public debates, thus offering an alternative forum for political dialogue. With our visions, experience and direct exchange of views we may have a constructive influence on the transparency of policies and the responsibility of political players. 

In this respect, I would like to point out that in all forms of cooperation we need to strive that our cooperation also has "added value". After all, achieving changes, improvements and shifts, both as regards relations between countries and in the wider region, should remain the main purpose of our cooperation. 
Thank you.
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